
  

 
 

 

 

Newsletter Term 4 Week 11 19th December 2019 

Templestowe Heights Primary School Values 
 

Persistence       Respect       Courage        Responsibility 
       “inspiring learners for life” 

 

Term 4 Ends Friday 20th December at 1.30pm 

Final Assembly 9.15am 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to All 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
Graduating Class of 2019 

Last night we held our graduation ceremony for our 69 Year 6 students. It was a very special 
occasion as we celebrated the students’ past seven years of formal education. Everyone was 
very understanding of the extremely hot gymnasium, with air fans blasting. The year 6 team of 
Ross Toogood, Brittany Chipman, Julie Gibbs, Sylvia Petrovska and Sam Wang did an amazing 
job of planning the event and were also supported by many other staff during the weeks 
leading up to and on the night.  

During the event students were recognised for awards for their aptitude and contribution to various subjects and 
school life. Below are the names of the students who were the recipients. Congratulations to our graduating class 
of 2019, we wish you all the best as you enter your next stage of schooling (and life) and as I mentioned last night, 
you are always welcome back at Templestowe Heights Primary. I would also like to thank the 33 families who last 
night will also be finishing up their journey at our school. Thank you for making a footprint in the story of 
Templestowe Heights Primary. 

Award Recipient Award Recipient 

Colin Costorphin Award Bridget 

Lily 

Literacy Award 

Numeracy Award 

Quenya 

Ishika 

PE Award Eliza 6C Class Award Chantal 

Italian Award Ruby 6G Class Award Sasha 

Visual Art Award Kai 6P Class Award Georgia 

Performing Arts Award Nasser 6T Class Award Matilda 

STEM Award Isaac 6W Class Award Lara 

 

Thank you  

After four school terms, 41 weeks and 197 school days, another year is coming to an end! It has been a very 
rewarding year and I feel lucky to be part of a community that are so positive and welcoming. An example of our 
amazing community was the sight in our staffroom on Monday morning when parents Jane, Julie, Sammy, Esther, 
Kristy, Donna, Oula, Kiraly and ex-student Sammy all happily organising our levelled reading books. Over 1,800 
books were catalogued during that morning.  
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 Thank you to everyone; staff, students, parents and carers for the trust you place in us to provide an environment 
where your child can flourish. Enjoy the break and I wish all families are able to eat, drink and spend time with 
their favourite people this summer. I look forward to seeing everyone back on Thursday 30th January. 

It is also a time where we say farewell to several other students who are moving on to new addresses and schools. 

We wish Cameron P (3/4S), Tara (1/2P), Jess P (3/4J), Adem (3/4S), Amadeus (1/2P), Nikita (1/2R), Homa (1/2R), 

Simar (FN), Lexie (1/2B) and Chloe (3/4B) all the best, their new schools are lucky to have you.  

 

Christmas Carols 

And so the tradition continued last 
Thursday when we hosted our annual 
Carols night on the school oval. A sea of 
picnic rugs and singing ensured with a 
special visit from Santa Claus in a 1967 
Camaro made the ending special. Thank 
you to Lisa Clark for hosting the event and 
for all the families that made the night 
memorable. I think the event was particularly special and 
embarrassing for Lily (5/6G) with her family connection to our 
special guest. 

 

Buildings & Grounds 

This coming Saturday and Sunday asbestos will be removed from our garden shed nearest the community garden. 
At the beginning of January we will be receiving our new library building, ready for the start of school in 2020. 

 

Teachers v Students Netball 

Congratulations to all the year 6 students and 11 staff who competed in the annual netball game. Thank goodness 
all staff completed the game without any injury, although the indemnity forms they signed prior to the match 
covered that.  

 

2019 Reflection 

As has been the tradition now for the previous three years (thank you Melissa Williams), here is a reflection 
newsletter that provides an opportunity for families to read the “year in review”. 2019 has been a big year and 
2020 looks to be just as big and even more exciting. Please click here to read, you can also find the special 
newsletter on our website. 

 

Last School Assembly 

Please be mindful that the final assembly will now be held at 9:15am in the gym due to the forecast of extreme 
weather. During this assembly we will farewell our graduating class of 2019. Students will be dismissed at 1.30pm. 

 

Welcome Warrandyte Primary students and staff  

Templestowe Heights Primary has been identified as a relocation school for Warrandyte Primary. This 
means that on an Extreme or Severe Fire warning day, the staff and students at Warrandyte Primary 

will relocate to us. As a system we are only more than happy to support any other community. Students and staff 
will have complete access to our school and use vacant learning spaces for sessions. Tomorrow is the first time 
Warrandyte Primary will be relocating to us, we are not anticipating many students will attend, particularly being 
the last day of school for the year. 

Rhys Coulson 

Principal 
 

https://templestowehts.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/2019-Reflection.pdf


 

FROM THE OFFICE 

School Reports Via COMPASS 
Semester 2 students reports are available to view and download via Compass. No paper copies will be printed.  

After 20th December 2019 all students that will not be returning in 2020 will no longer have access to their reports 
via Compass so please ensure you download these before the end of the year. 

CLASSROOM CUISINE 
Classroom Cuisine will recommence service on Monday 3rd February, 2020. 

 

 

 

 

  

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2019 

Term 4 

Thursday 19th December Class Parties 

Friday 20th December 

Term 4 Ends 

- Final Assembly 9.15am 

- Students Dismissed at 1.30pm 

  

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2019 

Term 1 

Thursday  30th January Term 1 begins for students 

Wednesday 5th February House Swimming 

Thursday  6th February Tissues and Tears Morning Tea - Foundation Parents 

Wednesday 12th February School Photos 

Friday 14th February Class Reps and Parent Helpers Meeting -Staffroom 

Friday 21st February Welcome Picnic 

Monday 24th February District Swimming 

TERM DATES 2020 

Term 1 Thursday 30th January -  Friday 27th March 

Term 2 Tuesday 14th April – Friday 26th June 

Term 3 Monday 13th July – Friday 18th September 

Term4 Monday 5th October – Friday 18th December 



Guide Dogs’ News 

 

Dear All, 
A wonderful and timely surprise. What a gift! Please read below. 
I received this email from Marek’s new handler and am so pleased to share it with you. 
I cannot save the world but I can, and we do, make the world a better place for someone else. 
This is why I do what I do. 
Thank you for your unswerving support. 
Kindest regards 
Liz J 
 
 
 
Date: Tue, Dec 17, 2019 at 9:06 PM 

Subject: Fwd: Marek 

----- Original Message ----- 

 
Hi Liz, 
 
My name is Daniel. I recently got paired with Marek to be my second Guide Dog. My first dog had to 
sadly retire due to developing arthritis. His name is Willis and he still lives at home with me and my family 
now as a pet. 
 
He and Marek are best mates. Marek has been wonderful to work with. He is incredibly playful and 
affectionate and great with my kids. My wife took some pictures of him so hopefully, they come through 
alright. 
 
I just wanted to thank you for all the hard work you did with Marek. What you do is amazing and myself 
and my family are so grateful for all the hard work and obvious love you put into Marek. 
 
Let me know if you have any questions about how he is doing or if you want to see any other photos.  
 
Cheers, 
Dan  

 

 

 

 

 

                              Working Marek                        Smiling Marek                           Marek & new friend 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Parents & Friends 

Christmas events - fundraising 

Our Christmas tart drive raised $108 – thanks to everyone who ordered. The Christmas stall rasied 
$1010. The profits from both will go towards the final playground shade sail which will be erected 
sometime in 2020. 

A huge thank you to Bec and Julie for organising the stall, Margaret and Anna for your invaluable help 
behind the scenes, and to all the mums who helped the kids choose their gifts on the day: Sandra, 
Angela, Stamatina, Michelle, Aeny, Jenny, Kristie, Mary, Oula, Cecile, Bec and Julie. 

MERRY CHRISTMAS!!! 

We would like to thank everyone who volunteered in any capacity this year and who participated and/or 

donated to our many 2019 P&F events. Looking forward to more fun events in 2020!  

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to you all, and enjoy the holidays. See you next year! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P&F Team - Cecile, Fiona, Oula & Sarah   thpspaf@gmail.com 

https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=thps%20social%20events 
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Year Name Received Award…. 

1/2L Evgenios Congratulations Evgenios! This year has been the year of persistence. You have grown and 
grown your ability to give challenges a go. You are showing a can do attitude towards your 
learning. Your excitement towards your learning has been an absolute pleasure to see, 
especially when learning about different countries and cultures. We love seeing your big 
smile in the classroom. 

3/4J Theodore Theodore, your patience has been growing in leaps and bounds this year. You happily wait 
your turn and thoroughly explain things to others; these are great qualities to have, so keep 
growing them. Well done, Theodore!     

3/4W Charlotte Charlotte consistently demonstrates the Character Strengths of love of learning and 
kindness. She approaches all learning tasks with maturity and a commitment to achieve her 
very best. Her friends notice that she is always including others and is an excellent leader. 
Thank you for being a wonderful, supportive member of 3/4W!  

5/6G Koru For showing the character strength of creativity in his writing.  His homonym mini story has 
many homonyms and he created an interesting scenario.  We love reading your stories Koru.  
Well done. 

5/6P Chanel Displaying the character strength of ‘Teamwork’. During our Grade 6 Graduation rehearsals 
and preparations, Chanel has always shown co-operation and dedication to the 
performance. She listens to others ideas and helps the team reach its goals. Chanel’s 
positivity and open mindedness has brought new learning possibilities for herself and new 
opportunities to help others. Thank-you Chanel for your positivity and smile you bring to 
class every day!!! 

5/6W Philip Congratulations to Philip for displaying the character strength of: Social Intelligence. 
Throughout the year, you have looked out for your peers’ wellbeing, whether it’s in the 
classroom or in the yard. Because of your caring nature, you have made your classmates feel 
extremely comfortable. Thank you for being so kind Philip!  



SCHOOL CALENDAR SPONSORS 
 

A Big Thank You to our calendar advertisers for your sponsorship this year. 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



  



 

 



 
 


