
  

 
 

 

 

 

Newsletter Term 4 Week 8 27th November 2025 

Templestowe Heights Primary School Values 
 

Persistence       Respect       Courage        Responsibility 

       “Inspiring learners for life” 
 

Swimming Program Begins 
From Monday 1st December  

 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
Dress Up Day 

It was terrific to see so many students come dressed as THPS staff for our dress up day which was 
hosted by our Junior School Council. They say imitation is the greatest form of flattery. Well let me tell 
you the level of thought and effort many students went to in getting dressed up blew our minds! There 
were plenty of bald heads, suits, cardigans, sporty active wear, gold necklaces, cat-covered tops and 
staff turned students wearing school uniforms. Thank you so much to Steph McNabb for organising 
such a fun day. 

Year 6 Captains 

Congratulations to all our current Year 5 students who showed our school value of courage and applied 
for Year 6 leadership positions. Through a process of completing an Expression of Interest Form, 
preparing and presenting a speech and lastly a preferential voting system, we have now elected our year 
6, 2026 captains. 

 

 

School Captains Harper (5SP) Chloe (5SP) 

Environmental  Charlotte (5KW) & Juliet (5LS) Art  Yang (5LS) & Ariana A (5LS) 

STEM  Lachlan (5KW) & Aleks (5PS) Library  Gemma (5KW) & Leah (5KW) 

Goolagong  Hunter (5LS) & Susanna (5SP) Cuthbert  Tom (5LS) & Faye (5SP) 

Bradman  Chloe (5KW) & Ollie (5SP) Newcombe  Alba (5KW) & Elias (5SP) 
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Grade 2 Zoo Excursion 

On Tuesday, the Year 2 students all hopped on a bus and had a day out at the Melbourne Zoo. This was 
aligned to their core knowledge unit on endangered Australian Animals. Thank you to Naomi Scott, 
Laura Hicks and Emma Zammit for organising such a memorable experience. 

Gym Scoreboard 

On Monday, a new basketball scoreboard was installed in our gymnasium. A massive thank you for the 
donation of $3300 from our THPS Basketball Association for making this possible.  

Swimming Program 

On Monday, we will  commence our intensive swimming program for all Year 1 to 4 
students. This is a weeklong program as part of the government’s water safety 
initiative to help ensure Australian children are safe and confident around water. 
The following week our Foundation, Year 5 and 6 students will also participate. 

Classes for 2026 – Please Trust Us 

Now that the big task of writing reports has been completed, our teachers and education support team 
are creating classes for 2026. This is an extremely challenging task that we take seriously and it can be 
very time consuming. As part of our class formation policy, we ensure that every child will be placed in 
a grade with at least one of their nominated five friends that they listed. We do our best to ensure our 
classes are balanced.  

Change is a big challenge for many children. No doubt most children have already started thinking about 
next year. New teacher, new classroom, new classmates, new routines, the unknown. As parents and 
carers, we want the best for our child and when we see them worried or upset, our initial reaction is that 
we want to protect and help them to resolve their worries.  

Please resist the inclination to approach the school if you have concerns about the placement of your 
child for their class in 2026. For anyone, moving out of our comfort zone presents challenges, but please 
remember this is normal as it builds resilience, something we all need as adults. Please trust our 
teachers and education support staff and know that your child will be well looked after no matter what 
class they are in for 2026. 

Our transition sessions will be held on Tuesday the 9th and Wednesday 17th December where students 
will meet their new teacher, in their 2026 classroom with their new classmates. 

Reminder – Carols Event Next Thursday 

Next Thursday 4th December from 5:30 – 7:30pm we will be holding our annual Carols 
event. We encourage all families and friends to come along with a picnic rug, dinner 
and drinks to celebrate the year that was. Every year level will be singing a song that 
they have been rehearsing feverishly in their classes. The Parents & Friends will be 
selling soft drinks and icy poles, and I have it on good authority that Santa may also be 
visiting. We look forward to seeing you all there. 

 

 

Rhys Coulson 

Principal 
 
 
 
 
 



 

FROM THE OFFICE  
Payments  
Foundation Fairytale Incursion $10 due Wednesday 10th December. 
Year 6 Graduation $127 due Tuesday 9th December. 

Are you Moving Schools in 2026? 
Planning for 2026 classes is well under way. If your family will be moving to a new school in 2026 can 
you please notify the school via email as soon as possible. 

Correspondence to the School 
Just a reminder to families to address all email correspondence to the school official email to ensure it is 
actioned. Templestowe.heights.ps@education.vic.gov.au  

Early drops off 
Parents are reminded that students are only supervised between 8.45am and 3.45pm.  If you need to drop 
them off before this time you will need to book them into the Theircare out of hours school care program. 
 

YEAR 2 MELBOURNE ZOO EXCURSION 
As we set off with hats on our heads, ready to explore the Melbourne Zoo, excitement was high among all 
the Year 2 students who were eager to see the native Australian animals we’ve been learning about. Luckily, 
the weather was in our favour, with cool breaks throughout the day and energy levels running high. 

The day was filled with observing, listening and learning about the physical features, diets, habitats, 
behaviours and enrichment needs of these vulnerable and critically endangered creatures. Highlights 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2025 

Term 4 

Mon 1st – 5th December Year 1 & 2 Swimming Program at Aquarena 
Tue 2nd – Fri 5th December Year 3 & 4 Swimming Program at Carey Grammar 
Wednesday 3rd December Year 2 Bee Incursion  
Thursday 4th December Carols Night 5.30pm to 7.30pm 
Friday 5th December Whole School Assembly 2.45pm – Gym  
Mon 8th – Fri 12th December Year 5 & 6 Swimming at Carey (Except Tuesday) 

Foundation Swimming at Aquarena 
Tuesday 9th December Year 6 Transition Day to Year 7 Government Schools 

Whole School 2026 Transition Session 1 - 11.30am -12.30pm 
Tuesday 16th December Year 6 BIG DAY Out 
Wednesday 17th December Whole School 2026 Transition Session 2 - 11.30am to 12.30pm 
Thursday 18th December Year 6 Graduation Evening 
Friday 19th December Foundation Fairytale Incursion 

Final Whole School Assembly for 2025  
12.30pm – Gym -All Welcome 
Last Day Term 4  Students -  Dismissed 1.30pm 

2026 TERM DATES 
Term 1 Thursday 29th January – Thursday 2nd April 
Term 2 Monday 20th April – Friday 26th June 
Term 3 Monday 13th July – Friday 18th September 
Term 4 Monday 5th October – Friday 18th December 

mailto:Templestowe.heights.ps@education.vic.gov.au


included watching the lemurs leaping to reach their food, hearing the calls of kookaburras, spotting the 
hidden cassowary amongst the dense foliage, peering through the dingo enclosure to see them wander, and 
observing the aquatic “dog of the sea” glide swiftly through the water as it prepared to put on a show. 

The amazing efforts of our parent helpers, along with the organisation from staff, made the excursion one 
to remember. 

Year 2 Team 

Naomi Scott, Emma Zammit, Laura Hicks 

          

LIBRARY NEWS 
It was wonderful to see the Foundation students enjoying their last lesson in the library for this year. Look how far 
they have come from their first lesson where they learnt how to borrow and care for our library books. 

A big thank you to everyone who has returned their library books already. If your books are still hiding at home, 
please return them to our library this week in preparation for our stocktake.  

HELPERS NEEDED: If you are able to assist with the library stocktake, please see Mrs. Bannister. Helpers are 
required at any time Monday – Thursday for the next 3 weeks. Helper require  Working With Children Card.  

Thank you.  

Susan Bannister 

Teacher Librarian 

              
    
 
  



JSC DRESS UP DAY 
Yesterday the school was swarming with teachers, and the students seemed to have grown taller! Many of our staff 
were pleased to see some mini reflections, and others were humbled by the students’ interpretations of them (looking 
at you, Mr Coulson!). Some of the JSC reps took on the additional role of Yard Duty at lunchtime, tackling problems big 
and small. Altogether we raised $338 which will be used to create our 2025 JSC and Enviro Art Legacy piece that will 
be displayed in Veal’s Orchard. Thank you for your support! 

          
 

                                                                                     
 
 
  



Enrichment News: 

Problem solving has again been a big part of the Enrichment Program this year. 
It is always terrific to see students from the different classes come together to 
apply their skills and solve some really complex Math problems. 

This year, there were over 30,000 students who participated in the Maths Games 
and Maths Olympiad competitions and overall our students did exceptionally well!  

2025 Maths Games Results and Achievements: 

The following students completed the Maths Games competitions and received an achievement 
certificate: 

Year 3: 

Shayaan (3EJ), Shryeman (3EJ), Erin (3EJ), Mishaan (3EJ), Joanna (3EJ), Adinda (3JA), 

Francesca (3MR), Tex (3JA), Isaiah (3MR) and special congratulations to Scarlett (3MR) who 

achieved the highest individual Year 3 score. 

Year 4: 

Wesley (4LZ), Ben (4SM), Brooke (4SM), Madison (4SM), Kabir (4SM), Kit (4SM) Caleb (4RR), 

Max (4SM), Elaine (4SM), Jayden (4SM), Jemma (4RR), Olive (4RR) and special congratulations 

to Elwood (4RR) who achieved the highest overall individual score. 

Years 5 & 6: 

Faye (5SP), Ivy (5LS), Sean (5KW), Alex (6BW) and Ava (6BW), and special congratulations to 

Greg (5LS) who achieved the highest individual Year 5/6 score. 

 

2025 Math OLYMPIAD Awards and Achievements 

Huge congratulations to the 2025 Maths Olympiad team, who were again awarded a “Certificate of 
High Team Achievement’. This award is in recognition of the team’s combined success, which saw 
them score in the top 20% of team scores in Division J. This is an outstanding achievement, towards 
which everyone contributed.  

Certificates of Achievement are presented to students who participated in and completed the 
Olympiads. 

This year Eishani 6(SM); Lawson (6CS) and Juliet (5LS) received a certificate of achievement:  

Chloe (5SP) and Kastiel (6BW) results placed them in the top 50%: 

The following students’ results placed them in the top 40%: 

Janan (5KW) and Jihoo (6SM) 

The following students’ results placed them in the top 30%: 

Ryan (5SP), Stanley (6BW) Florence (6BW) 

The following students’ results placed them in the top 25%: 

Susanna (5SP) and William (5LS) 

The following students’ results placed them in the top 20%: 

Austin (5LS), Danny (6CS), Elvis (6SM), Cooper (6SM), Dash (6CS) and Zara (6SM) 

The following students’ results placed them in the top 10%: 

Ludwin (6SM), Ben (6CS) and Michael (6BW). 

I would also like to make special mention of Michael (6BW) who achieved the overall highest 

individual score.  

Congratulations again to everyone who completed this challenging programme. I would like 
to take this opportunity to thank these students for their commitment and sustained efforts.  

I could not be more proud! 

 

Janine Reid 

3-6 Enrichment Teacher. 

 



CANTEEN NEWS 
The THPS Canteen Organising Committee would like to thank all the students at THPS who have 
supported our business. It has been a pleasure to serve you, and we look forward to doing it again in 
2026. 

This FRIDAY 28/11/25 will be the last day that we are open for 2025.  

We would also like to advise that, as this is our last week, we have had to top up our icy-pole stock with 
Streets Calippo Icy-Poles. Please see the ingredient list below: 

Ingredient Lists:   

• Lime: Water, Reconstituted fruit juices (Apple, Orange and Lime), Sweeteners, Food acid (330), 
Vegetable gum, Flavouring, and Artificial colours (102, 110, and 133).  

• Orange: Water, Reconstituted fruit juices (29.3% Apple, 3.2% orange &1.3% lime),  Sugar and 
glucose, Food acid: Citric acid (330),  Vegetable gum (Locust bean gum (410),Flavours & 
Colours: Yellow (102), orange (110), and blue (133) 

• Cola: Water, sugar, glucose, fructose, reconstituted lemon 
juice (1%), food acid (citric, tartaric), vegetable gums (guar 
gum, locust bean gum, tara gum), colour (caramel), flavour. 

• Strawberry: Water, Reconstituted strawberry juice (16%), 
Glucose, Sugar, Fructose, Food acid (citric), Colours (black 
carrot juice, safflower), Vegetable gums (guar gum, locust 
bean gum, tara gum), Flavour . 

 

Allergens: May contain traces of milk, wheat, and gluten.  

Note: According to the manufacturer, all Streets Calippo products are 99% fat-free and made with real 
fruit juice.  

Janine Reid 

Enrichment 

 

 

  



 

The 2025 THPS Christmas Raffle is now Live! 
Please use this link to buy your tickets. 

https://www.raffletix.com.au/thps-xmas2025 

The raffle will be drawn on Friday 19th of December in assembly.  

Please see the attached flyer for all the details. 

Our Christmas Carols night is only a week away!! 
If you’d like to volunteer 30mins of your time on the night to assist with the stall, please follow 

this link, as we’d love to have you onboard. https://volunteersignup.org/MLPQF 

Elisa and the P&F Team 

Working With Children 
Check (WWCC)  

A WWCC can be applied for free of 
charge by scanning the QR Code or 
online at 
https://wwcv.auspost.com.au/ 

A current WWCC is essential, and a 
copy will need to be supplied to the 
office 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

Catholic children who attend our school are invited by St Gregory the Great Parish, Doncaster to participate in 
programs to prepare for the Sacraments of Reconciliation,  
Holy Communion and Confirmation. Could parents please contact the parish office on 9412 8425 or by email on 
DoncasterRE@cam.org.au.  The programs will be conducted by Margaret O’Donnell on Tuesdays after school. 
There will be an information session on Tuesday, 17th February 2026 at 4.30pm in St Gregory’s Parish Church. Specific 
details for celebrating each sacrament will be made available at that meeting. 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Department of Education and Training does not endorse the products or services of any private advertiser. No responsibility is accepted by 
the DET for the accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made by them. This school is in line with the DET Policy.      



 

 


