
 

 
 

 

 

 

Newsletter Term 1 Week 7 12th March 2026 

Templestowe Heights Primary School Values 
 

Persistence       Respect       Courage        Responsibility 

       “Inspiring learners for life” 
 

Year 6 Camp Information Night 
Wednesday 18th March – 7pm Senior Building 

 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
Pupil-Free Day 

On Friday, all teaching and education support staff travelled to Bentleigh West Primary 
to participate in a conference including Docklands, Chelsea and Churchill Primary 
Schools. The day commenced with a keynote presentation from Dr Carl Hendrick 
detailing the body of research on how we learn effectively. Staff took part in a variety of 
chosen workshops aimed at building their understandings in specific areas of 
curriculum, teacher practice, student support and leadership.  

National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) 

On Wednesday the software used to host the NAPLAN ‘crashed’ when all students in years 5, 7 and 9 
across Australia attempted to log on to complete their Writing test. Luckily the year 3 students were 
able to complete the writing test using paper and pencil, that technology was robust and didn’t crash! 

We were really proud of all the year 5 students, who responded calmly while we were all looking at the 
spinning wheels of doom on their monitors. We resumed online NAPLAN testing today as the technical 
issue has been resolved. As I have said repeatedly, these tests are only snapshots of a moment in time, 
and we just want all students to give it their best effort. These results do not dictate a child’s life 
trajectory. 

Running Club 

Thanks to Jaime Tan for kick-starting our first running club for 2026. On Wednesday morning we had over 
50 students, parents and carers walk, run and skip around our school. Some of our students saw this 
as an opportunity to prepare themselves for our upcoming cross-country race in term 2, while others 
were happy to accumulate laps while doing so with their friends. 

Online Safety Lessons 

As part of our child safety policy, this week students in year 6 are participating in online safety sessions. 
Thanks to Ross Toogood for organizing this and ensuring we educate our students about the actions and 
behaviors we all need to be aware of when we are online. 

Rhys Coulson 

Principal 
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FROM THE OFFICE  
Office Contact Details 
Please address all emails to the office email address to ensure that they are actioned as soon as 
possible.   templestowe.heights.ps@education.vic.gov.au  

Payments Due 
Year 6 Camp deposit $50  due 20th March 

MOBILE PHONES AND SMART WATCHES AT SCHOOL 
As part of our school’s Mobile Phone and Wearable Technology Policy, students who 
bring mobile phones to school must sign them in at the front office in the morning and 
collect them after the bell at 3.30pm. Those that bring  smart watches must disable the 
function that permits them from receiving and sending calls or SMS messages during 
school hours.  

All students who wish to bring these devices to school need to complete the Mobile Phone and 
Wearable Devises Permission Form and have this signed by a parent or carer and our principal. 
Mobile phones and wearable devices are brought to school at user’s risk. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2026 

Friday 13th March NAPLAN – Language and Convention – Year 3 
Year 6 Online Safety Incursion 

Monday 16th March NAPLAN – Numeracy – Year 3 
Tuesday 17th March NAPLAN – Language and Convention Year 5 
Wednesday 18th March NAPLAN – Numeracy – Year 5 

Year 6 Camp Information Night -7pm- Year 5/6 Building 
School Council Meeting – 7pm - Staffroom 

Wed 18th & Thur 19th March Life Education Year 1 & 2 
Thursday 19th March Year 3 Online Safety Incursion 
Friday 20th March Year 4 BioEyes Incursion 
Wednesday 25th March Life Education Year 1 & 2 
Friday 27th March Whole School Assembly – Foundation Starting School 

Certificates - 2.45pm  All Welcome 
Wednesday 1st April Year 5 & 6 Inter School Sports Gala Day 2 
Thursday 2nd April JSC PYJAMA DAY – Gold Coin Donation 

Whole School Assembly – 1.30pm – All Welcome 
Term 1 Ends – Students Dismissed 2.30pm 

Pupil Free Days 

Monday 25th May 
Monday 2nd November 

2026 TERM DATES 
Term 1 Thursday 29th January – Thursday 2nd April 
Term 2 Monday 20th April – Friday 26th June 
Term 3 Monday 13th July – Friday 18th September 
Term 4 Monday 5th October – Friday 18th December 

mailto:templestowe.heights.ps@education.vic.gov.au


LIBRARY - HELPERS WANTED 
Our school library is looking for parent/carer volunteers! If you have a little time to 
spare, we would love your help with covering books and assisting with small library 
tasks. Please note that volunteers will need a current Working with Children card. 
Volunteering in the library is a wonderful way to be involved in our school community 
and meet other parents while supporting students’ reading and learning. If you are 

interested or would like more information, please contact Susan Bannister. We’d be delighted to have 
you join us! 

INTERSCHOOL SPORT GALA DAY! 
Last Thursday, all Year 5/6 students participated in their first Interschool Sport Gala day for the year. The 
summers sports available in Term 1 are Rounders, Cricket, Softball, Basketball and Hot Shots tennis. 
Students choose a sport and have weekly training sessions before their two gala days for the term. Our 
students represented THPS so well and had a fabulous day out, being active with their friends and 
meeting children from other schools. A huge thank you to our parent volunteers that were able to assist 
on the day.                                      Jaime Tan, PE Teacher         

                    

                   

        



 

 

THE THPS EASTER RAFFLE IS NOW LIVE.  

So, we are seeking Easter Donations! 
We are excited to call on our community for anything Easter-related! Any contributions are greatly 

appreciated, and donations can be dropped off at the office. Thank you for your generosity!  

 

Also, you can HOP, HOP, HOP to buy your tickets  

using this Link or this QR code! 

https://www.raffletix.com.au/templestowehts-easter2026 

The Easter Raffle will be drawn on Thursday 2nd of April during assembly, 
and tickets are $2 each, 3 for $5 or 6 for $10. Ticket purchases close on Wednesday 1st April at 

6pm. 

Please ensure that your child's name and class are clearly written in the space provided when 
purchasing your online ticket/tickets (this is not an ‘optional’ field as stated on the transaction page).  

If you are purchasing tickets for multiple children, please complete separate transactions, as only one 
child's name can be associated with each transaction. GOOD LUCK EVERYONE!!  

Elisa and the P&F Team 

 

Working With Children Check (WWCC)  

A WWCC can be applied for free of charge by scanning the QR Code or online 
at https://wwcv.auspost.com.au/ 

A current WWCC is essential, and a copy will need to be supplied to the office 

 

 

https://www.raffletix.com.au/templestowehts-easter2026
https://wwcv.auspost.com.au/


 
 
 
  





  



COMMUNITY NEWS 
Piano Lessons 
Vivian Davies has been a long time private piano teacher that runs her lessons during school 
hours or after hours.  If you are interested in your child learning the piano please contact her 
on 0422 880 764. 

 

 

 



 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Department of Education and Training does not endorse the products or services of any private advertiser. No responsibility is accepted by 
the DET for the accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made by them. This school is in line with the DET Policy. 

Trial for F to Year 2 students only 


